
HARRISON SCHMITT 
NEW MEXICO 

9Clziteb S t a t e s ;  Selncafe 
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20510 

November 8 ,  1978 

D r .  Paul Berg 
Department of Biochemistry 
Stanford Universi ty  Medical Center 
Stanford,  C a l i f o r n i a  9 4 3 0 5  

D e a r  D r .  Berg: 

You w i l l  perhaps r e c a l l  t h a t  on September 25th I 
communicated with you and enclosed a copy of an 
Oversight Report by the  Senate  Subcommittee on Science, 
Technology and Space on llRecombinant DNA Research and 
I ts  Applications.@1 I n  minori ty  views i n  t h a t  r e p o r t ,  I 
s t a t e d  my oppos i t i on  t o  Vnwarranted and excessive 
r e g u l a t i o n  of a f i e l d  of s c i e n t i f i c  research where t h e  
r i s k s  a r e  pure ly  t h e o r e t i c a l  and i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  
o t h e r  knowledge, 

Senator Stevenson, Chairman of t h e  Subcommittee on 
Science,  Technology, and Space, has now s t a t e d  t h a t  he 
w i l l  be in t roducing  l e g i s l a t i o n  e a r l y  i n  t h e  next  
session of Congress t h a t  w i l l  be  d i r e c t e d  toward 
r egu la t ion  of recombinant DNA research. Enclosed i s  a 
copy of h i s  s ta tement  from the Congressional Record of 
October 14, 1978, s t a t i n g  h i s  views on t h i s  i s s u e  and 
h i s  i n t e n t  t o  submit a b i l l  i n  January. 

I would be m o s t  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  your views and those  of 
your co l leagues  on Senator Stevenson's p o s i t i o n  on t h i s  
i s sue .  T h i s  would ke of g r e a t  h e l p  when t h i s  i s s u e  i s  
debated on t h e  Senate f l o o r .  

S ince re ly ,  

/H/arrison S c h m i t t  
United S t a t e s  Senator 
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Enclosure 


